FACT SHEET:    Broken Sound Club Sustainability Initiatives
The Greening of Broken Sound

Broken Sound Club in Boca Raton, Fla., recently became the second golf facility in the U.S. to be GEO Certified™ -- the sustainability assurance of the international Golf Environment Organization (GEO).  Since launching “green“ initiatives in 2007, Broken Sound Club’s leaders have made it their mission to embrace the business value of sustainability in club management.  
As 2011 host of the Allianz PGA Champions Tour and a veteran of hosting PGA Tournaments since the late 1970’s, Broken Sound Club provides a multi-faceted social and recreational hub with two 18-hole golf courses as the centerpiece for a large operation that employs over 350 people.  As required for the GEO Certified award, this 5-star Platinum Club of America has met advanced sustainability requirements and is committed to continuous improvement.
Initiatives Underway Include:
Energy & Resource Efficiency

· “Batch composting” operation at maintenance facility – to chip, sort, shred, digest and age food waste plus grass, leaf, frond and branch waste to create USDA Class A compost.  Helps eliminate waste streams and adds nutrients and water-holding capacity to soil – anticipated to reduce fertilization needs by one-third.

· LED and cold cathode fixtures installed inside and out; motion sensitive light switches
· Solar hot water heaters (9) and solar heaters for 4 pools
· Additive and mechanical devices that increased efficiency of HVAC systems and pumps on-site by 15%
· Off-peak ice production to cool building, specified in design for new clubhouse
· Electricity consumption reduced 
Water Efficiency

· Extensive irrigation system changes have meant less irrigation water use.
· Irrigating one course with treated wastewater effluent from City 

· Low-flow, high efficiency plumbing fixtures in clubhouses.  Waterless comfort stations on courses.  
· Overall water use reduced; further improvement expected

Products, Supply Chains
· Through composting, the Club plans to reduce its annual $360,000 fertilizer budget

· Polystyrene cups eliminated; replaced with clear, corn starch-based cups
· Club Manager invented insulating koozie, mounted in each golf car to cool
the new cups, which sweat in S. Florida heat
· Replaced highly toxic solvents with biodegradable water-based parts washers
Landscape & Ecosystem
· Replaced nearly 20 acres of turfgrass with native grasses, shrubs and over 1000 native trees

· Planted hundreds of aquatics along pond littoral shelves at old Course
· Promoting wildlife on the property – several members are active in butterfly gardening; Club is erecting perches or protecting standing dead trees for birds of prey such as bald eagles and osprey; placing bat and bird boxes throughout property
· Tag all trees on golf courses
